
UNIVERSITY OF KISUBI

VICE-CHANCELLOR’S SPEECH 

AT

ITS 6th GRADUATION 

HELD on SATURDAY, APRIL 9TH, 2022

Protocol:

Good Morning honourable guests;

 Rt. Hon. Robinah Nabbanja, Prime Minister of the Republic of

Uganda  

 Rt.  Rev.  Paul  Semogerere  –  Archbishop  of  Kampala

Archdiocese;

 The University Chancellor 

 Members of the Board of Trustees, Current and Old

 Members of the University Council;

 Vice-Chancellors from sister Universities here present;

 Members of Senate;

 Honourable Member of Parliament;

 Chairman, LC Five, Mr Matia Lwanga Bwanika 

 Mayor of Entebbe Municipality 

1



 All  other  Representatives  of  the  Government  and

professional regulatory Bodies;

 Donors and partners;

 Parents 

 Fellow staff,

 Alumni

 The Guild President and students of the University of Kisubi;

 Members of the media;

 Ladies and gentlemen;

It is a great honour to host you at the 6th Graduation Ceremony at

the  University  of  Kisubi  (UniK).  Thank  you  for  gracing  our

invitation  with  your  presence.  Your  choice  to  join  us  as  we

celebrate  our  students'  academic  achievements  demonstrates

how you value education. Sit  back; relax and enjoy the serene

ambience that only UniK offers; “like we often say here, UniK is

Unique”.  

Rt. Hon. Robinah Nabbanja, this being your maiden visit to UniK, I

congratulate  you  upon  your  elevation  to  the  position  of  Prime

Minister of the Republic of Uganda. By choosing you among the

millions of Ugandans to be the Prime Minister, his Excellency, the

President  of  the  Republic  of  Uganda,  Yoweri  Kaguta Museveni,
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was spot on! The President’s choice is  vindicated by the great

strides you have already made in carrying out the duties of the

Prime Minister in the service of the people of Uganda. 

The President’s choice was even more rewarding for the Brothers

of  Christian  Instruction  because  of  your  association  with  the

Brothers as one of the Alumni of St Edwards Secondary School,

Bukuumi. For the Brothers, you embody the pedagogy offered in

their schools and institutions of higher learning. This Mennaisian

pedagogy of head, heart and hands aims to provide an education

that ennobles humanity. Thank you for being the epitome of the

Mennaisian pedagogy. 

Rit. Hon. Prime Minister, accept our condolences to you and the

People of Uganda over the untimely demise of the Speaker of the

Parliament of the Republic of Uganda, Rt.  Hon. Jacob Oulanyah

(RIP)! We commend his soul to the Lord to grant him eternal rest

and consolation to the bereaved family.   

The  University  of  Kisubi  is  grateful  to  His  Excellency  Yoweri

Kaguta Museveni, the President of the Republic of Uganda, for his

visionary leadership and generosity when he offered 50 Science

Teacher Scholarships to the University of Kisubi. From 2011/2012

up to the 2017/2018 academic year, the bright but needy Science

Teacher  students  and  the  University  have  benefited  from  the

Presidential Scholarship offered through the Ministry of Education,

for which we are grateful. Indeed, among today’s graduates are

the last cohort of 47 students. 
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However, the University is yet to receive all  the money for the

Scholarships;  the  delayed  payment  of  the  arrears  is  heavily

impairing the University’s operations. I request you, Rt Hon. Prime

Minister,  to  use  your  good office  to  remind His  Excellency the

President of the Republic of Uganda to direct the payment of the

accumulated arrears to the University of Kisubi.  

We further request His Excellency, through you, Rt. Hon. Prime

Minister, to renew and expand the Science Teachers Scholarship.

There is no doubt that the ending scholarship scheme has benefited many less

privileged but bright students from all corners of Uganda, thus boosting the numbers of

Science  Teachers  in  the  Country.  So, in  the  continued  spirit  of  His  Excellence’s

Government  Policy of  promoting Science Education in  the  Country,  we consider it  a

strategic  decision  to  renew and expand the Science Teachers  Scholarship  Scheme for

another five years to develop our Country. 

Br  Chancellor,  Rt.  Hon.  Prime  Minister,  ladies  and

gentlemen

Among the dignitaries,  we are hosting today is His Grace, Paul

Ssemogerere,  who  is  here  for  the  first  time  as  Archbishop  of

Kampala Archdiocese. Your Grace, thank you for honouring our

invitation and celebrating the Holy Eucharist for the graduands,

parents,  and  other  guests.  Thank  you  too  for  the  cordial  and

parental  welcome  you  accorded  the  Provincial  team,  which

included the Provincial  Superior,  his  two Assistants and myself

when we paid a courtesy call to you last month. We congratulate

you  upon  your  consecration  as  the  Archbishop  of  Kampala

Archdiocese and pledge our loyalty to and cooperation.
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Br  Chancellor,  Rt.  Hon.  Prime  Minister,  ladies  and

gentlemen

One  of  the  reasons  for  holding  a  graduation  ceremony  is  to

account to the stakeholders, especially you, Br Chancellor. As a

University, we are delighted to inform you that we are graduating

307 students in various disciplines today. These students came

here with expectations and aspirations. The staff has worked with

them, and today we witness the transformed individuals adorned

in gowns of various colours. Br Chancellor, sometimes looks can

be  deceptive,  but  behind  those  gowns  are  skilled  and

accomplished  ladies  and  gentlemen  ready  to  take  on  today's

competitive World. We thank you, Br Chancellor, for providing an

enabling environment for teaching and learning.

You cannot talk  of  teaching and learning without the lecturers

who  often  work  in  a  challenging  environment.  It  is,  therefore,

fitting to pay tribute to the lecturers for facilitating the learning

and  for  enduring  the  ever-changing  demands  of  their  work.

Equally  important  are  the  administrative  and  support  staff,

without whom the whole engine comes to a halt. Thank you for

enabling the teaching and learning to take place effectively.   

Br  Chancellor,  Rt.  Hon.  Prime  Minister,  ladies  and

gentlemen,

As part of the accountability, it is proper to express gratitude and

pay special tribute to Prof John Pancarus Ssebuwufu, who ended

his tenure as the first Vice-Chancellor  of UniK after serving for
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seven years. Prof. Ssebuwufu needs no introduction to the World

of academia in this Country and beyond. UniK was privileged to

benefit from Prof Ssebuwufu’s immense wealth of experience in

higher education. We wish him a peaceful,  rewarding and well-

disserved retirement.  

Furthermore, worth mentioning is the recognition of Hon Daniel

Omara  Atubo,  one  of  the  UniK  Council  members,  for  his

exemplary role in the fight against corruption.  Hon.  Atubo was

recognised during the National Citizen Integrity Awards of 2021 at

a function organised by Transparent International Uganda, Action

Aid,  and  others,  with  support  from  the  Ford  Foundation.  This

recognition  is  significant,  given  the  widespread  prevalence  of

corruption  in  several  countries.  We  congratulate  Hon.  Omara

Atubo for this well disserved Award.

In  the  same  spirit  of  accountability,  I  wish  to  report  that  on

February 1st, 2022, the University received the good news of an

improved ranking from 43rd position in 2021 to 25th in 2022 in

Uganda by the AD Scientific Index (Rankings for Scientists). Br Dr

Pius Ochwo was recognised as the best researcher at UniK. We

congratulate Br Dr Pius for bringing such great honour to UniK. 

 

Since  its  last  graduation,  UniK  has  established  strategic

collaborations with the Association of Religious in Uganda to set

up a Center of Excellence in Research, Information Management

and Programming worth over two billion Uganda Shillings funded
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by  Conrad  Foundation.  The  Center  focuses  on  the  work  of

Religious in Education, Health, Social and Pastoral in Uganda. This

partnership  will  entrench  the  already  excellent  relationship

between ARU and UniK and open up new avenues of cooperation

between UniK and the Hilton Foundation. 

Br  Chancellor,  Rt.  Hon.  Prime  Minister,  ladies  and

gentlemen,

A graduation speech will be incomplete if it does not pay tribute

to  the  parents’  and  sponsors’  role  in  the  education  of  the

graduands.  It  is  my  singular  honour  to  applaud  the  unique

contribution of the parents and sponsors of the graduates. Thank

you,  dear  parents  and  sponsors,  for  educating  your  sons  and

daughters; yours is the best choice. Quality education is not only

what  you  receive  in  the  lecture  rooms,  but  it  is  more  of  the

potential  it  bestowers  on the recipient,  the potential  to  realise

one's dreams. This education is what the University of Kisubi has

provided  to  you,  sons  and  daughters;  education  of  the  head,

heart, and hand; a holistic education indeed.   

Today,  we  have  gathered  here  because  over  three  hundred

individuals  decided  to  come to  UniK  and  endure  the  gruelling

demands of higher education with patience and resilience; these

are today's graduands. 
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Dear graduands, we are proud of you and join you to mark your

terrific achievements.  This day is special  for you  to remember,

celebrate and resolve.

You remember when you became conscious of your surroundings

and  embarked  on  the  learning  journey.  The  challenges,

tribulations and joys encountered along and how you ended up at

UniK, then the UniK unique experience; the people you have met,

friends  and  foes  alike;  the  enablers,  ennoblers,  and  the

naysayers.    Although all these have contributed to shaping you

into what you are today, they should not determine your future!

At  UniK,  we  have  given  you  a  comprehensive  package  of

knowledge and skills to enable you to move on and reach your full

potential. We have not given you all that there is to know, but we

have shown you how to find what you need.  Make use of this

knowledge  and  skills,  especially  critical  thinking,  ethics,  and

evidence-based decision-making.      

While remembering, you should take time out to celebrate your

well-deserved  achievement  with  your  family  and  friends.

Celebrations  are  occasions  of  thanksgiving,  accountability,  and

motivation to do more. No matter how small the accomplishment

may appear, it should be recognised; remember the old saying

that "Rome was not built in a day". For example, the ingenuity

behind  today's  computers,  Robotics,  Artificial  Intelligence  and

several  other  great  inventions  are  neither  the  work  of  an
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individual  nor  a  single  achievement  but  a  combination  and

collaboration of thousands of great brains working individually, in

teams and in different places that we have products, which awe

us. What you have accomplished is no mean fit; many longed to

achieve it but did not make it; don’t take this achievement for

granted; cherish the moment!

Celebration, however, is not an end in itself; you must move on

and make use of your newly acquired knowledge and skills and

grow its potential. At graduation, resolve to: 

1.1 Exploit the acquired knowledge and skills to realise your full

potential 

1.2 Use  the  acquired  knowledge  and  skills  to  address  the

community problems, and by doing so, you will  be earning

your living. 

1.3 Reach out to the less privileged members of the community 

1.4 Avoid tribalism, racism, and sexism 

1.5 Protect  the  environment,  shun  corruption,  consumerism,

greed, and the throw-away culture

1.6 Serve life in its entirety and at all levels of development (the

born  and unborn),  in  the  wilderness  and the  cities;  in  the

seas, and under the seas; in the air, on the underground and

under the ground. For by serving life, you will be protecting

yourself.   

1.7 Use the resources sustainably to ensure a sustainable life for

all
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1.8 Build community and social networks that will, in return, build

you up

1.9 Use the mistakes you may make as occasions of learning and

failures  as  a  learning  experience  and  not  a  hindrance  to

success; remember that you are closer to success each time

you fail than before the first attempt.

Finally,  dare  to  venture  out  in  new  territories,  invent  and

innovate, smell the roses and live life to the full as God intended

it!  

Congratulations Graduands of 2022

You have made us proud; continue making us proud.

In Virtue, we Educate

For God and my Country
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